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◊◊ Two new TV channels were inaugurated, Russian Public Television and TV Center

On 19 May 2013 two new TV channels were inaugurated, Russian 
Public Television and TV Center. Both will be uploaded  based  on  RSCC 
capabilities.PursuanttoPresidentialDecrees№456of17April2012
and№367of20April2013,theinitialmultiplexofFederalchannelsisto
include the Russian Public Television and TV Center channels. At the 
requestofRussianTelevisionandRadioBroadcastingNetwork(RTRS),
RSCCwhichisanswerabletoRossvyazhasperformedappropriate
operationsattheShabolovkaTechnicalCenterandSatellite
CommunicationsCenterstosupportreception,compressionand
multiplexingoftheTVprograms,andtheirintegrationintotransport

streamsandtransmissionviasatellitechannelsinaccordancewith
coordinatedarrangements.

RSCCspecialistscompletedtheirworknominallyandontime,and
RussianaudiencesgainedaccesstothenewFederalchannels
 on  19  May  2013.

TheRussianPublicTV(RPTV)isofferinganewplatformfor
debatingtopicalissuesthatareofconcerntothepublic.RPTVisalso
seenasapotentialvehiclefordirectinteractionbetweentheauthorities
andcitizensofRussia.WidesectionsoftheTVaudiencewillbe
involved  in  shaping  the  content. ◊◊

◊◊ Glonass-M has reached space launch
©ComNews

RussianGlonass-Msatellite№48madebyJSC“Academician
M.F.Reshetnev“InformationSatelliteSystems”tobesenttotheorbit
inJunehasbeendeliveredtoBaikonurcosmodrome.Itwillbelaunched
usingDM-03upperstagemanufacturedbyRSC“Energia”ratherthan
theinfamousBriz-MfromM.V.KhrunichevCenter.

Glonass-M№48isthefirstoutofthreenavigationmodulestobe
launchedinJuly.ItwillbethesecondGlonasslaunchin2013.InApril,

carrierrocket“Soyuz-2.1b”wassuccessfullylaunchedfromRussian
spacelaunchfacilityinPlesetskandtookGlonass-M№47toorbit.
Previoussuccessfullauncheswerecompletedayearandahalfago,
whenfiveGlonass-Mmoduleswereputinorbit.

AccordingtoRussia’sMinistryofDefense,GLONASSorbitgroup
currentlycomprises29satellitevehicles. ◊◊

◊◊ Federal Antimonopoly Service gives hope
©ComNews

Russia’sFederalAntimonopolyService(FAS)proposedtoallow
regionaloperatorstoworkinLTE,includingthroughthe
MVNOmodel.

ThisideawasvoicedbydeputyheadofFASAnatolyGolomolzin
attheenlargedmeetingoftheFASpaneldedicatedtotheactivities

ofRussia’sMinistryofCommunicationsandMassMediain2012.He
remindedthatbeforelastyear’sLTEtenderingprocesshisauthorityhad
alsocomeupwiththeproposaltoallocatebandtoregionaloperatorsso
thattheycouldengageinthedevelopmentoftheLTEsectorthus
enhancingcompetition. ◊◊
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◊◊ Broadband radio relay station from Micran
©ComNews

RussianresearchandproductioncompanyMicranpresentedan
innovativesolution–radiorelaystationworkinginthe400MHzband
“MIK-RL400P”.Theequipmenthasdataspeedrateupto8Mbit/sec,
enhancedproductionofcircuitline,capabilitiesofcombinedtrafficand
strongperformanceonlonglines.Micrancommunicatedthatprototype
wasmanufacturedinthe4thquarter2012,whereasseriesdelivery

startedintheendofJanuary,2013.Micranconcludedthefirstcontract
inDecember2013withitsdealer“Optimalcommunications”LLCto
supplyasubsidiaryof“Russianrailways”OJSC.Thecompanyhasalso
signedagreementstosupplythenewstationstoregionalofficesofthe
FederalPenitentiaryServiceandsubsidiariesofGazpromOJSC. ◊◊

◊◊ Tariffs going down
©ComNews

IntheperiodfromJuly2012untilApril2013,averagetariffsfor
mobilephoneservicesinRussiawentdownby13 %.However,
tariffsinthelowestpricesegmentwereupby9.2 %toamonthly
averageof$3.3.Tele2,Russia’sfourthmobileoperatorintermsof
subscribers,wastheleaderingrowth,withagainof19.9 %.Also,
accordingtoComNewsResearch,Tele2remainsunconditional
leaderinlowpricesformobilephoneservicesinRussia,andasthe

companyenterstheregionalmarkets,itinducesgeneralreduction
intariffs.

“Competitioncontinuestobethekeydriverofpricefall”,stateauthors
oftheresearch.Nowthatthereisa“discounter”inthegame,itaffects
alltariffsegments.Thus,inthesecondpricecategoryaveragecost
ofservicesamountedto$8.8.Andinthemostexpensivesegment,
amonthlyaveragepaidbysubscriberswas$26.2. ◊◊

◊◊ Tele2 surrounding Moscow
RBC daily

Inashorttime,residentsandvisitorstothecapitalofRussiawillbe
abletousetheservicesofmobileprovider“Tele2Russia”whichhas
recentlypassedundercontrolofVTBstatebank.TheBank’sdeputy
chairmanoftheboardYuriSolovievcommunicatedthatthemobile
companywillsoonbegrantedalicenseforoperatinginthecapital.
Currently,fourcompanieshavealicenseforprovidingcellularservices
intheMoscowarea:MTS,“Vympelkom”,“MegaFon”and“SkyLink”.
Tele2hasdeclareditsintentiontoentertheMoscowmarketmanytimes,
buttherewasn’tanyfrequencyavailable.

“OncewemakeitintoMoscow,myadviceforpeopleischangeyour
mobileoperator”,Solovievsaid.Thebankerdidn’tspecifywhenitwas
goingtohappen,butaddedthatsofar,VTBhadn’tstartedthelicensing
 process.

TheBankacquired“Tele2Russia”thisMarchfor$2.4billionand
undertookthecompany’s$1.15billiondebt.Currently,“Tele2Russia”
providesGSMmobileservicesin41regionsofRussia,andholds
licensesforoperationsin43regions,butMoscowandtheMoscow
region aren’ t  on  the  list. ◊◊
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◊◊ Mobile communication on the lantern
Vedomosti.ru

“RussianTowers”company,independentownerofantennamast
structuresinRussia,madeanoffertotheMoscowcityadministrationto
mountmobiletelecomequipmentonmunicipallanterns,since
conventionalareasseemtobeinsufficient.

“RussianTowers”suggestedmountingcellularbasestations
ontheilluminationpolesservicedbyelectricityutility“Mossvet”,
communicatedasourceinthecityadministration,andconfirmedby
“RussianTowers”generaldirectorDmitryNelyubov.Theproposed

projectschemelooksasfollows:“RussianTowers”shallinvestinto
modernizationofilluminationpolesandlightingcolumnsand
afterwardsoperatorswillpayafeeforusingtheseconstructions.
Moscowcityadministrationsupportedtheideasinceitallowsthemto
sparefunds,whilemobileserviceprovidersimprovethequality
ofmobilecommunicationinthecapital.Neithertheprojectedamount
ofinvestment,northeprobablefeeforleasingpolesandmastsfor
serviceprovidersareknownyet. ◊◊

◊◊ LTE for two
©ComNews

In2012,subscriberbaseof4GservicesinRussiaamountedto
850thous.customers,calculatedanalystsfromJ’son&Partners
Consulting.Thisislessthan1 %ofglobalmarket,and99 %
ofsubscribersareaccountedforbyScartelandMegaFon,thetwo
monopoliesinthemarket.Russia’sFederalAntimonopolyService
is starting a  trial  on  the  case.

ThesefigureswerestatedinastudypreparedbyJ’son&Partners
Consulting(JPC)andentitled“LTEmarketanalysisandoutlook

inRussia”.AccordingtoJPC,in2012theshareof“Scartel”LLC(Yota
brand)intheRussianLTEmarketwas81 %.Another18 %ofthemarket
isattributedto“MegaFon”OJSC,whileanothermobileoperatorfrom
“thebigthree”–“MobileTeleSystems”OJSC(MTS)hadn’tbut1 %.
AnalystssaythatoneofthekeyconstrainingfactorsfortheLTE
inRussiaislimitedcompetition(amongotherthings,sinceoperators
can’tharmonizetermsofMVNOprojectwith“Scartel”)and,
consequently,hightariffsforLTEservices. ◊◊

◊◊ Tele2 to  partner  with “ Osnova  Telecom”
©ComNews

“OsnovaTelecom”OJSCisconsideringpartnershipwithОАО“Tele2
Russia”throughMVNOscheme,communicatedmajorityshareholder
of“OsnovaTelecom”VitalyUsufov(heholds75 %ofcompany’sstock.

“Thecompanyisinterestedinpartnerships,andthisincludes
“Tele2Russia”.Wearetalkingaboutdifferentformsofinter-operator
cooperation”,specifiedaspokespersonfor“OsnovaTelecom”

AlexanderBakhorin.“MVNOisanoptionwecouldtake.”Alexander
BakhorinexplainedthatsubscribersofTele2could,forinstance,get
accesstohigh-speedmobileInternetin“Osnova’s”LTEnetwork,
whilecustomersof“Osnova”coulduseGSMvoiceservices.“Wewill
addressaproposalofpossiblewaysofcooperationtoTele2inthe
closesttime”,hesaid. ◊◊
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◊◊ LTE frequency taken to court
Vedomosti.ru

“Osnovatelecom”(“Osnova”),aproviderofbroadbandwireless
servicescreatedwithparticipationof“Voentelecom”,anenterprise
controlledbyRussia’sMinistryofDefensesuedtheChiefCenterfor
RadioFrequency(CCRF).“Osnovatelecom”wantsthecourttorender
illegaltheCCRF’srulingwhichannulleditsownexpertreportonthe
electromagneticcompatibilityof“Osnova’s”equipmentwithother
infrastructureusedinthe2.3-2.4GHzband

InMay2010,thethenRussia’sMinisterofDefenseAnatoliy
SerdyukovrequestedthethenPresidentDmitryMedvedevtogrant
frequencyto“Osnova”sothatitcouldbuilt“dualuse”communication
networksforcivilandmilitarypurposescombined.InSeptember
2011,theStateCommissionforRadioFrequency(SCRF)grantedthe

2.3-2.4GHzbandto“Osnova”.InDecember2012,thecompany
receivedfrequencyapprovalfromthemilitaryauthorities,and
inFebruary2013–anapprovalfromtheCCRF.However,after
formerheadoftheMinistrywasreplaced,“Osnova”losthaslostthe
supportoftheauthority,asthenewMinister–SergeyShoigu–
communicatedthattheMinistrynolongerneeded“Osnova’s”
servicesanditsfrequency.CCRFwithdrewitsexpertreportdueto
theannulmentofthedecisionfromtheMinistryofDefense.However,
the established procedure does not allow the Ministry to cancel 
issueddecisions.Ifithappened,itwouldmeanthattherewasno
decisionfromtheMinistry,whichaccordingtotheestablished
procedurewouldmeanautomaticapproval. ◊◊

◊◊ Fast conversion
©ComNews

IftelecomcarrierswhichhavewontherighttobuildLTEnetworks
inthe791-862MHzbandfailtocometoanagreementonfrequency
conversionwithRussia’sMinistryofDefense,itcouldtakethemupto13
yearstodevelopthespectrum,resultinginalicensingviolation,saidthe
executivedirectoroftheLTEUnionGulnaraKhasianova.Accordingto
her,therearethreepossiblewaysofconversion:ensureelectromagnetic
compatibilityoftheexistinginfrastructure;refittheexistinginfrastructure
usedbythemilitaryortelecomcarriers,andfinally,theexisting
equipmentmaybeshiftedtoadifferentfrequencyband.

“Licensesaregrantedfor10years,andlicensecommitmentsimply
thatLTEnetworksshouldbebuiltinallregionswithin7years”,
Khasianovaexplained.

Inheropinion,thefirstandsecondwaysofconversionmaybe
implementedwithintwoyears.Butthethirdalternative,asestimatedby
theMinistryofDefense,wouldtakefrom10to13years,whichwould
clearlyviolatelicensingterms(operatorsmustcompletetheirLTE
networksbytheendoftheyear2019).” ◊◊
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◊◊ LTE without doping
©ComNews

ExpertssaythattheprogressofLTEnetworksinRussiaisthwarted
byhighpricesfor4GsmartphonesandtheunwillingnessofRussian
mobileoperatorstosubsidizethedevices,communicatedananalyst
fromJ’son&PartnersConsultingcompany(JPC)VitalySolonin
atComNewsconferenceLTERussia&CIS’2013heldinMay.
Accordingtohim,subsidyassistanceallowsbuildingupsubscriberbase
inarelativelyshorttime.SmartphoneswithLTEsupportaretraditionally
positionedinthepremiumsegment,sopricesforthesedevicescanbe
abarrierfornewusers.JPCanalystssaythataverageRussiantariffs

aresomewhereinbetweentheEuropeanandglobalaverageprices–
about$3.2per1Gboftraffic.AccordingtoananalystofMobile
ResearchGroupEldarMurtazin,theamountinvolvedishighenough:
consumersdonotquiteunderstandwhat4Gisandtheyarenotready
topayforthenewtechnology.

DmitryKutiavin,CommunicationsServiceProviderManager
atSamsungElectronicsinRussia,saidatLTERussia&CIS’2013that
Russianserviceprovidersstillusetheschemessimilartosubsidy
supportwhenmarketingbest-in-class4G-smartphones. ◊◊

◊◊ МТТ enlisted in MTS reserve
©ComNews

“InterregionalTransitTelecom”(MTT)operatorofregionaland
international calls has won the tender held by Russia’s largest operator 
“MobileTeleSystems”(MTS)forback-upIPXservicesTwocompanies
werepronouncedwinnersofthetender:iBasisGlobalwasappointed
mainsupplier,whileМТТwillbeusedasback-upsupplier.

“MTTalreadyprovidesGRXservicestoleadingtelecomcarriers,
includingMTS.Besides,wearecurrentlyimplementingsupportforIPX

servicesinournetwork.IPXserviceswillbepopularwithoperators,
especiallyinlightofexplosivegrowthofLTEnetworks.Inthenearest
timewewillofferIPXtoourotherclientsalso”,saidgeneraldirector
of“MTT”OJSCEvgeniVasiliev.IPX(InternetworkPacketExchange)–
isaprotocolwhichinterconnectsoperatorsandserviceprovidersofall
types(mobile,landlinenetworks,Internetaccess)bothonanational,
and  on  an  international  level. ◊◊

◊◊ Third LTE provider in the center of Moscow
©ComNews

Russia’sthirdmobilephonecompany“VympelCom”(marketbrand–
“BeeLine”)wasthelastoftheBig-3tolaunchanLTEnetworkinMoscow,
butthefirsttostartusingthefrequencyobtainedthroughatenderheldlast
year.Thecompanyexplainedthatthefirstsubnetwillbedeployedwithin
theGardenringinthe2.5-2.7GHzband.Accordingtotheplan,bytheend
of2013,LTEserviceswillbeavailableonvirtuallytheentireterritory

ofMoscow.4GserviceswillbeavailabletousersofBeeline’sLTEmulti-
modeUSBmodemsandsmartphoneswithLTEsupport.Apackage
comprisingaUSBmodemandUSIMcardwillcost92$.Consumerswillbe
offeredatariffplan“4GUnlimitedInternet”:for$15.5permonth,theywill
get5GbofprepaidInternettrafficattopspeed,andwhenpurchasingan
LTEmodem,subscriberswillbefreedofmonthlyfeefortwomonths. ◊◊
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◊◊ “ Telros”  bet  on  Ka-
©ComNews

“Telros”,Saint-Petersburgbasedtelecomcompany,launchedsatellite
InternetservicesintheKa-bandforindividualcustomersintheNorth-
WestofRussia.Theirmaincustomersareownersofcountryhouses,
housingmanagementcompaniesandlocaladministrations,alongwith
ruralinfrastructurefacilitieslocatedinmorethan2kmfromcellularbase
stations.ThecompanyisexpandingservicesinKa-bandwithaviewto
“Express-AM6”satellitetobelaunchedintheendof2013,butneither
does“Telros”forgetabouttheKu-band,saidEvgeniKaterinsky,head

oftheCenterforSatelliteCommunicationwith“TelrosGroup”.The
companyusesabrandname“ZagorodTelecom”formarketingservices
toprivatecustomers.AccordingtoMr.Katerinsky,thereisnobiglocal
satelliteserviceproviderintheNorthWest.

Insummer2012,RussianSatelliteCommunicationsCompany
launchedsatellitebroadbandInternetservicesintheKa-band.Todoit,
theyleasedfourbeamsofSkylogic’ssatelliteEutelsatKa-Sat9A
(previously–Ka-Sat). ◊◊

◊◊ No LTE-R for TTC
©ComNews

TheStateCommissionforRadioFrequencydeclinedtherequestof
“TransTeleCom”backbonecarrier(asubsidiaryof“RussianRailways”)
for1800MHzbandtodevelopLTE-R(Longtermevolutionrailway),and
alsodeclinedseveralapplicationsfiledbyothercompanies.The
decisionwasmadeattheCommission’smeetingonMay24.According
to a source in TTC, their application was turned down because the band 
isoverloadedenough–itisalreadyusedbytheBig-3mobileoperators
and“Tele2Russia”.

Duringthemeeting,Russia’sMinisterforCommunicationsandMass
MediaNikolayNikiforovproposedtodeemtheentireradiofrequency
spectrumalimitednaturalresource.Eventually,allfrequencieswillbe
allocatedthroughtenders,saveasintheexceptionalcircumstancesor
whenfrequencymaybeallocatedthroughconsolidatedresolution.The
Commissionrequestedataskgrouptodraftacorrespondingresolution
andtableitforconsiderationatthenextmeeting. ◊◊

◊◊ Video in the forest
©ComNews

Russia’ssecondlargestmobilephonecompany“MegaFon”has
providedsatellitevideocommunicationtoapowersubstationlocated
inaremoteareaofPenzaregion.Thefacilityissurroundedbyaclose
thicket,whichmadelayingfiberopticdifficult,whileWiMaxorradiorelay

linecouldn’tbeusedsincethereisnobasestationnearby.“Thefacility
doesn’t even have a postal address, the only way our engineers could 
finditwasusingGPScoordinates”,saidAlexeyBryukhachev,head
of“MegaFon”inPenza. ◊◊
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◊◊ Silence in LTE
©ComNews

Thereisn’tasinglebasestationrunningonanyoftheLTE
frequenciesgrantedtoRussia’sthreemajormobilecompanieslastyear,
statedMinisterofCommunicationsandMassMediaNikolayNikiforov
yesterdayatthemeetingintheMinistry.Underlicensingterms,thefirst
networksmustbedeployedstartingfromJuly1,buttheMinisterhas
doubtswhetherthemobilecompaniescanmeetthetargetdate.

“LastJuly,200MHzofveryscarcefrequencywasallocatedthrough
atenderbetweenthefourwinners”,remindedtheMinister.

Nikiforovrecalledthataccordingtolicensingterms,networksshould
berolledoutbyJuly1,2013.“AsIseeit,it’satroublingsignandan
evidenceoftheambiguousattitudetothistechnologyamongservice
providers”,helamented.Thatsaid,NikiforovalsomentionedthatLTE
networksareactivelydevelopedinotherfrequencybands:thenew
technologyhasbeendeployedin97citieswithtotalpopulationof38
millionpeople,andintermsofLTEsubscribers,Russiaholdsthefourth
placeintheworldbehindtheUSA,SouthKoreaandJapan. ◊◊

◊◊ NEC and Transmode in “MegaFon” network
©ComNews

“NECNevaCommunicationSystems”CJSC(NEC)andSwedish
companyTransmodesuppliedopticalnetworkinfrastructuretosixout
ofeightbranchesof“MegaFon”,thesecondlargestmobilephoneoperator
inRussiaintermsofsubscriberbase.AccordingtoRaymondArmes,
generaldirectorof“NECNevaCommunicationSystems”,owingtotheir
globalexpertiseandapartnershipwithTransmode,thecompanywill

ensurepromptandeffectiveactionandequip“MegaFon”withthebest
solutionsandservicesrelatedtomodernizationoftheoperator’snetwork.
AsourceinTransmodecommunicatedthat“MegaFon”aimstoenhanceits
networktransfercapacityinordertoswitchtoLTE,andalsooptimizedata
transfercosts.Sofar,theyhavealreadymodernizednetworksofthe
Moscow,Caucasus,Central,Volga,UralandFarEastbranches. ◊◊

◊◊ LTE for 10 years
Vedomosti.ru

“MegaFon”intendstoleaseaccesstoLTEnetworkof“Skartel”(Yota
brand)for10years.Thedealwillbeworth1.75billionUSD.Indue
course,“MegaFon”maygaincontrolover“Scartel”itself.Oneofthe
issuesontheagendaof“MegaFon”shareholders’meetingJune28th
isapprovalofinterrelatedcontractswith“Scartel”anddetermination
ofproperty(services)pricesunderthesecontractsworth1.75billion
USD,announcedthecompany.Andsincethecontractvalueexceeds
2 %of“Megafon’s”balancevalue,itrequiresshareholders’approval.

Theamountof1.75billionUSDstemsfromthefive-yeartermofthe
contractwhichcanbeextendedbyfivemoreyears,addedsources
closetobothparties.Accordingtotheplan,“Megafon”willbepaying
ininstallments.

Cooperationof“Megafon”and“Scartel”beingtwoindependent
operatorsmayendbeforeduedate.“Megafon”isconsidering
acquisitionof“Scartel”fromitscurrentownerGarsdale,revealed
a source close to  a  Garsdale’ s  consultant. ◊◊
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ComNewsisthemajorRussianpublisherofbusinessperiodicalsin
theICTindustryandthemainworldwidesupplierofunbiasedaccurate
informationabouttheRussianICTbusiness.

ComNewshaslaunchednumerousprojectsinordertodeliver
unbiased,up-to-dateandcompleteinformationabouttheRussianICT
industryacrosstheformerUSSRcountriesandworldwide.

ComNewspublishesbusinessperiodicals,providescompanieswith
exclusivecontent,studiesthemarket,andholdsbusinessevents.

ComNewscatersforeveryneedforbusinessinformationand
communicationsoftheplayersinthemarketoftelecoms,broadcasting
and IT.

ComNewspartnerswiththemajorcompaniesandnon-commercial
associationsofmarketparticipants.TheMediaPartnerstatusenables
ComNewstodistributeitsprintedmatterattheworld’slargestICT
forumsworldwide.

 120,000  unique visitors on ComNews.ruportalamonth

 10,000readersofthemonthlymagazine’scirculationStandard

 10,000copiesoftheCommunications and Broadcasting 
Encyclopedia annually 

 5,000copiesofWho Is Who in Telecommunications and 
Broadcasting annually 

 500clientsincludingmajorRussianandinternationalICT
companies

 over 20 Industry ConferenceshostedbyComNews

 15yearsinthemarket,officesinMoscowandSt.Petersburg

ComNewsMoscow
2/1VerkhnyayaKrasnoselskayaUlitsa,Building1,Office428
107140Moscow,Russia
Tel.:+74959335483

ComNewsSaintPetersburg
22MoskovskyProspect,LiteraL,Office36N
190013 St. Petersburg, Russia
Tel.:+78126702030
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